WILLING TO RECEIVE
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ICEBREAKER: Name your favorite U.S. President. Why is he your favorite?
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[Read Romans 15:7] The word “receive” basically means to take in, to hold, to welcome. “Receive” is a word that we use all the time, but the challenge of this Scripture is this: do we receive others with the same open arms with which Christ receives us? This passage shines a new light on the idea of receiving someone.

What does it mean to receive someone as Christ receives us?

At the core of reception is acceptance. As Russ Cripps says in his book Thirtyoneanothers, “Acceptance only occurs in the absence of judgment-alism. Acceptance and judgment go together about as well as a hungry Rottweiler and a newborn kitten.” When we receive someone, we don’t view them through the lenses of our judgment and opinion. We welcome them with open arms, the way Jesus did. Jesus loves, Jesus accepts, Jesus receives.

The context of this passage needs to be understood. Paul, the godly apostle, was formerly Saul of Tarsus, the tormentor of the early church. Saul was the one who gave the orders to stone Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Saul’s fervent persecution of the church struck fear into the hearts of early believers. Yet when God blinded Saul on the road to Damascus, one man obeyed God’s voice to pray for Saul’s healing. [Acts 9:10-19]. Because Ananias received Paul so openly, Paul believed in being received without being judged. In fact, verse 17 shows us that Ananias called Paul “brother” before his conversion. Although Paul had a tainted past, he was received by the other apostles. That’s why he writes so beautifully and authoritatively about the importance of receiving others.

What would likely be different about the church today if Ananias and the apostles had not received Paul?

Paul was not the only one some of the early Christians had trouble receiving. History tells us of debates held to decide whether the new faith would consist only of Jews or if others—those unclean, unfit, and completely unworthy Gentiles—would be allowed in. As Russ Cripps puts it, “The point here is that all parties coming together need to quit focusing on themselves and unite—aren’t you glad the church is not [still] hung up on the same old issues? (Heavy sarcasm injected.) We as a body of believers need to accept one another, receive one another, and support one another—folks, we really are in this thing together!”

Why is it vital to the health of the church that we accept and support one another instead of criticizing and judging one another?

Improper treatment of others is often a greater sin than the more obvious sins people look for. Our treatment of others is supposed to resemble how Christ Himself treats us. We must understand that when someone comes to Jesus, He gladly receives them; it’s not done out of obligation. He says, “Come unto me ALL….” Just as a rose isn’t picky about who receives its fragrance, neither is Jesus picky about whom He receives. Anyone who comes to Jesus is received with great love. They are received in spite of their imperfections and shortcomings. We should receive everyone that comes down our path. 

During his presidency, Thomas Jefferson and some companions were traveling on horseback. One day they came to the banks of a swollen river where a recent downpour had washed the bridge away. This forced each rider to ford the river on horseback, fighting against the rapid currents. As they crossed one at a time, a man who was traveling on foot stepped aside and watched. After several had made it to the other side, the stranger asked President Jefferson if he could hitch a ride. Without hesitation, the President agreed. Once they were safely across, someone asked the traveler why he selected the President to ask this favor of. The stranger was shocked, and said he had no idea it was President Jefferson who helped him. “All I know is that some of your faces had ‘NO’ written on them and some had ‘YES.’ I asked him because his was a ‘YES’ face.”

What expressions or actions would a person with a “YES” face exhibit?

Today’s verse not only tells us that we need to receive one another, but also how we should do it: “…to the glory of God.” Why does Paul remind us of God’s preeminence? Because he knows we’re most likely to get tripped up by our humanness! Some people are just more difficult to receive than others. If you are human, you may have a hard time receiving others—the ones who smell, the ones who drip with Godlessness, the ones who are difficult, the ones who are guarded. “The only way we will ever receive some people is if we receive them ‘to the glory of God!’”

What are some ways we can choose to receive difficult people to the glory of God?

Notice how everything continually points away from ourselves? The focus should be on Christ and on others. “We receive one another to His glory, not to our own.” 

How can God be glorified when we receive people even when it’s hard for our flesh to do?

END IN PRAYER. 
