MAKING GOOD DECISIONS
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ICEBREAKER: If you could have the mind of someone you know but remain in your own body, whose brain would you take?
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A manager in a large company received a substantial promotion.  His boss said it was due to his decision-making skills.  Being an honest man (perhaps too honest), he said, “But many of the decisions I made last year didn’t turn out to be good decisions.”  “Oh, that’s not a problem,” his boss answered. “All we care about is that you aren’t afraid to make decisions.”

Why do you think the company had this policy?
· There’s often more damage done through indecisiveness than a few bad decisions, which can be corrected.

Every day, we make many decisions—some big, some small, some of little consequence, and some of life-changing impact.  Think about the number of decisions you made before you even left the house this morning—whether you were going to hit the snooze button or get up right away; what outfit to wear (women usually take a little longer on that decision than men); and what to eat for breakfast.  Thinking about that list, you may feel so tired that you’d rather just go back to bed! 

As Pastor Liles often says, “Your life is the sum total of the decisions you make.”  Decisions determine destiny! A decision you make today could affect the rest of your life.  Even minor decisions add up.  A pattern of making a certain kind of decision can impact your future.

Can you give an example of how a pattern of seemingly minor decisions could affect a person’s life in the long run?

What are the qualities of a good decision maker?

Good decisions are a result of following the correct process, not from luck or intellect.  There are four “pillars” of good decision making that are principles clearly articulated in God’s Word.

Pillar #1 is God.  When making life decisions, we must ask what God has said about the matter.  In The Message paraphrase of the Bible, Proverbs 2:6-11 reads like this: “God gives out wisdom free, is plainspoken in knowledge and wisdom. He is a rich mine of common sense…He keeps His eye on all who live honestly, and pays special attention to His loyally committed ones. So now you can pick out what’s true and fair…They will keep you from making wrong turns or following bad directions.”  When we need wisdom, God is the ultimate source [James.1:5; Prov.19:21] When God has spoken on an issue, that should be the end of the discussion.

What should you do to discern God’s will if you can’t find a Scripture that directly addresses the issue?

Has you ever asked God for wisdom and received it? What happened?
Pillar #2 is Facts. Before making a decision, ask yourself: “Am I basing this decision on an assumption or on facts? Am I acting hastily before I’ve gathered the facts?” Too often people rush into a decision, even important ones like marriage or a new job, just because it sounds good. [Prov.19:2-3; 13:16] The New Living Translation says, “Wise people think before they act; fools don’t and even brag about it.”

When have you acted without gathering all the facts? What was the result of your hasty actions?

How can we tell when a decision is based on fact rather than feeling?

Pillar #3 is Advice. [Prov. 19:20; 12:15; 15:22] Seek the advice of wise and spiritual people. Avoid the temptation to listen only to friends or the famous.  

Why should you get additional advice from someone other than close friends and family?
· They may not be objective; their feelings for you may lead them to agree with you or to try to convince you to do something they want
How can you tell if someone will be a wise counselor for you?

Pillar #4 is Impact. Every decision has an impact—some immediate and some in the future.  A wise person considers the long-term effects of his or her choices. [Prov. 22:3; 14:12; 3:5-6]  It’s worthwhile to think about how you will feel about this down the road. Dr. Laura Schlessinger asks young callers making relationship choices how they would feel if their own child made that choice someday. We also need to consider how our choices will affect others. We have a responsibility to seek the best possible outcome when our decisions affect our spouse, our children, and our fellow Christians.

Is anyone here facing a decision for which you need God’s guidance? Would you like the group to pray for you?

END IN PRAYER.

