CLAIM YOUR INHERITANCE
2/27/08
ICEBREAKER:  Briefly describe your dream home, whether it’s a mansion, a cabin in the mountains, or anyplace else you’d like to live.
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Imagine being informed that you have inherited a multi-story mansion
equipped with every conceivable treasure.  You run up the curving brick
sidewalk, throw open the massive oak doors, and run from room
to room hardly believing your good fortune!  However, what you discover are not the expected rooms fit for royalty, but sensible chambers, adequately furnished and sparsely decorated.

      In the foyer, an ornately carved winding staircase, its steps covered with plush crimson carpet, invites you to climb to the next level.  You consider the stairs, look back over your shoulder and decide, “Hey, the lower
level’s enough for me.  Besides, I’m afraid of heights.  I’ll just stay
down here where it’s safe.”
     Unbeknownst to you, the upper levels house all the treasures intended to
become your inheritance, and you’re living in the servants’ quarters. 
Upstairs awaits a gilded ballroom, a chandeliered dining hall, four-poster beds with down-filled mattresses, a safe filled with enough gold and silver to last a lifetime, and a jewelry box brimming with family heirlooms.  
The staircase was all that stood between you and these treasures.  

What could possibly keep a person from claiming their inheritance?

· Contentment with mediocrity, lack of knowledge, and a fear of the unknown
We all have an inheritance from our heavenly Father.  We are joint-heirs
with Jesus Christ and children of God who have access to every spiritual blessing God can give us.  [Rom.8:17; Gal.4:6-7; 1 John 3:1-2; Eph.1:11-14]  Yet oftentimes we live our lives in the servants’ quarters, never climbing the stairs to where the true riches are stored.

What is the difference between how a servant of a King and a child of
the King would approach the King?

Which way do you tend to approach God in prayer?  What in your past influences the way you approach God with requests?

Has someone ever asked you to give them something that you
have been longing to give?  How did you feel when that happened?


As a parent, would you give something to your child that you knew would be harmful?  How could that relate to our prayers?

How will you live differently when you live as a child of God instead of a servant of God?

END IN PRAYER.

