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WORSHIP
“We often talk about time as if it were a commodity—something we possess,” Charles Hummel comments in his study titled Tyranny of the Urgent. “In our fast-paced culture, books and seminars on managing our time are increasingly popular. But is time really a possession, something we actually have and can lose or waste?

“When we think about it, we realize that what we possess is talent and energy—certain abilities and the strength we need to use them. Each day offers hours and opportunities for action. We do not have time but rather use it. It is ourselves that we manage as we set goals, determine priorities, make plans and take on tasks.

“For Christians, ‘self-management’ is really a matter of being managed by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, whom we love and serve. So the question is simply this: ‘How can we make our days and hours count for Him?’ In tonight’s study we will learn what it means to be ‘a new creature in Christ’ with our lives under new management.”

[Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21] In verses 14-15, how does Paul explain our new motivation and its results?

The NIV version of verse 16 reads like this: “So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.” What does it mean to look at Christ and others from “a worldly point of view?” 

How would you tend to act toward other people if you had a worldly point of view? 
In what way are your goals and priorities different as a result of being “a new creation” in Christ?

When we are made new in Christ, we are given a heart like His. This means that we begin to love the things that Jesus loves, to seek after the things that He desires, to put His priorities in place of the ones the world urges us to accept. Jesus said that He came to restore those who were lost to a right relationship with God—to bring about healing and reconciliation [Luke 19:10]. 

How do you define the word “reconciliation” in human relationships?
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:19 that Jesus has given us the message of reconciliation, which makes us God’s ambassadors to a lost world. Every one of us, no matter what our gifts and talents are, is called to the ministry of reconciliation.

In our ministry of reconciliation, how do we function as ambassadors for Christ?

If we are ambassadors for Christ, who needs to get the message of reconciliation that we have to offer? To answer this question, we only have to look around and notice the hurting people in our lives. Maybe we have just been too busy to notice the pain below the surface of an acquaintance’s life, but when we take time to really listen, we can see that he or she could really use a friend. 

On a deeper level, we may need to extend forgiveness and reconciliation to someone who has hurt us. God could use our choice to forgive as a way to reveal Himself to someone—we can be part of grace in action. In the classic novel Les Miserables,* a recently released convict, Jean Valjean,* steals some precious silver candlesticks from the home of a bishop who has fed and sheltered him for the night. But when the police question the bishop, instead of turning Valjean in, the bishop says he gave the silver to him. The bishop’s gracious forgiveness causes Valjean to extend love and grace toward others.

What are some actions we may need to take in relationships with others in order to encourage reconciliation to occur?
How can Jesus’ example help us to forgive even when it is painful?

If you think about it, Jesus’ time on earth was incredibly short. It lasted only three years. While many were healed and cleansed, millions of others never heard the Savior’s voice or looked into His eyes. Yet on the last night of His life, Jesus declared in prayer, “I have…completed the work you gave me to do.” He could make this astonishing claim because He knew what His purpose was: to create a bridge between God and man. Jesus focused on the most important thing: loving people. And as His ambassadors on earth, you and I should do the same.

END IN PRAYER.
* pronounced “Lay Miser-ah-blays” and “Zhon Val-zhon”
